
Sunday Hunting And 
Waterfowl Harvest In Virginia

ATTACHMENT D



Virginia’s Sunday Hunting 
Law

• Signed into law March 5, 
2014.

• Allowed most forms of 
hunting on Sundays, except 
that hunting cannot occur 
within 200 yards of a house 
of worship and hunting deer 
or bear with a gun, firearm, 
or other weapon with the aid 
or assistance of dogs 
on Sundays is prohibited.



Duck and Goose Harvest in Virginia 
Pre and Post-Sunday Hunting

• 2009-2013 Pre-Sunday 
Hunting.

• 2014-2018 Post-Sunday 
Hunting.

• Used data from FWS Harvest 
Surveys – 1,000-1,700 
hunting trips/year.

• Duck Season – 60 hunting 
days, 3 segments in all years

• Goose Seasons – 3 zones 
(AP, RP, SJBP).



Virginia Goose Harvest



Virginia Duck Harvest



How Did Sundays Compare To Other 
Days of the Week?



Did Duck Harvest On Sundays 
Increase Over Time?



Conclusions

• The addition of Sundays for migratory bird 
hunting did not change the overall duck and 
goose harvest appreciably.

• Duck harvest on Sundays was comparable to 
duck harvest occurring on Mondays-Thursdays 
and about 1/3 that of Saturdays.

• The popularity of duck hunting on Sundays is 
increasing over time, but remains far less than 
Saturdays. 
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